GENERAL INFORMATION

South Valley Farms

South Valley Farms (SVF) is an almond and pistachio farm owned by Farmland Reserve, Inc., which is a corporation owned by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. South Valley Farms sells nuts all over the world. It is one of many farms and ranches the Church owns for investments and, if needed, as a food supply. Managers of these properties also actively seek ways to bless the local members and communities. One way that many of the ranches have accomplished this goal is to allow youth groups to participate in pioneer treks on the property. However, South Valley is not conducive to providing on-site treks.  Because of the demand for handcarts in California, SVF decided to provide a service by purchasing, maintaining, storing, and renting handcarts on a trailer which can be taken to your trekking site.

Handcarts and Trailers

South Valley Farms has 30 handcarts available for stake or ward groups to rent for pioneer treks. Each handcart box is four-feet wide by five-feet long by 16 inches deep, built by service missionaries at Martin’s Cove. The wheels for the handcarts were purchased from the Amish in Ohio. Please treat the handcarts with care, each handcart wheel costs $105. Attached to the front of each handcart is a 25-foot cotton rope, allowing several people to pull the cart. These handcarts were built to handle the gear for 10-12 people. 
The handcarts remain assembled and are moved on a 30-foot flat bed trailer with a normal two-inch ball hitch. Each trailer holds 10 handcarts and weighs around 5,000 pounds. Each trailer comes with a spire tire and an extra handcart wheel (See pictures of trailers and handcarts).

Costs

Groups will be required to pay for the handcarts and leave a deposit for the trailers when they pick them up. The deposit will be refunded when the trailers and handcarts are returned. If there is any damage done to the trailers or handcarts, the cost for damage will be deducted from the deposit. The handcarts are available for pick up on Tuesday of the week they are being used and returned by the following Monday unless special arrangements are made with SVF. 
To rent a trailer with 10 handcarts is $150 dollars. For every trailer there is a $500 deposit required.  If renting fewer than 10 handcarts, the cost is $20 per handcart. 

Reservations and Contacts

For Reservations select SVF Treks Calendar from the Reservations menu. Follow the instructions to submit a reservation request online. Groups should call Lee Brown (661)-391-9000 two weeks prior to obtaining the handcarts in order to arrange the pick up time. When leaders come to check out the handcarts they will receive instructions and review the handcart/trailer safety rules. Leaders will complete the Handcart Check Out and In Form when they return the handcarts.  

Location 

South Valley Farms is located about 40 minutes north of Bakersfield at 15443 Beech Avenue, Wasco, CA 93280. (See the attached Map).

Pioneer Trek Information 

For more information about organizing and conducting a pioneer trek go to www.handcarttreks.com and look under Martin’s Cove or Deseret Land and Livestock Trek Handbook or related sites. 

HANDCART AND TRAILER SAFETY RULES

Handcart Rules

1. Handcarts should not be overloaded. They are designed to hold the gear for only 12 people, including clothing, sleeping bags, tarps, cooking equipment, food, and water. 

2. Each handcart has a 25-foot rope that should remain attached to the cart during use.

3. No one should ride on the handcart when it is loaded. 

4. When stopping the handcart, slowly lower the yoke until it rests on the ground. Do not drop the yoke or it will break. 

5. Do not sit or stand on the yoke when it is resting on the ground. 

6. Do not run with the handcarts. People can trip and fall under the wheels.

7. Stay away from the wheels. Some clothing, especially dresses can get caught in the wheels. 

8. When stopping on a hill place a rock behind the wheels so that the handcart does not roll backward.

9. When going down steep hills, attach the rope to the back of the handcart and have everyone help to slow down the cart. Remember to always keep it under control. 

10. Do not pull a loaded handcart sideways on a steep incline (where one wheel is 
consistently lower than the other). If all the weight of the handcart is shifted to one 
wheel it will break. 
Trailer Rules
1. Make sure that your trailer is attached properly. 

2. Make sure that the lights and surge brakes are working. 

3. Check the tires to make sure they are properly inflated not flat.

4. Load handcarts onto the trailer putting a strap for every three or four handcarts.

5. Make sure that the ramp is secured properly.

6. Test all of the straps.

7. Remember to drive safe speeds and make wide turns. 

8. When backing, ensure that you can see properly or have someone guide you.

9. Do not leave the handcarts or trailers where they can be stolen or vandalized.  
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SOUTH VALLEY FARMS HANDCART CHECK OUT AND IN FORM
This form is be filled out by stake leaders who come to pick up and return the handcarts.  The stake/ward is responsible for the cost of all damage done to the equipment.  Repair costs will be deducted from the deposit.

STAKE 

LEADER 

PHONE 

DATE CHECKED OUT 

DATE CHECKED IN 

NO. OF HANDCARTS 

NO. OF TRAILERS 


CHECK OUT



Check  Below





When Completed


1. Paid for the handcarts





2. Received the deposit for each trailer





3. Reviewed trailer safety and handcart rules with the leaders



4. Set up for return time




LEADER’S SIGNATURE 

DATE 

CHECK IN 

1. Handcart Inspection
a. Tape, strings, and garbage are removed from the carts


b. The yokes are not cracked or damaged


c. The handcart box is free from any damage


d. Each handcart has a rope attached



e. The wheels are free of any damage



f. An extra wheel is on each trailer




g. Describe any damage 





2.
Trailer Inspection


a.
All of the straps are returned






b.
The trailer is free of any physical damage




c.
The lights and surge brakes are in working order




d.
Describe any damage 


3.
Deposit


a.
Amount of deposit made at check in
$



b.
Amount of deposit returned
$

b.
If the full deposit is not returned due to damage, please give a detailed explanation for any deductions from the deposit 


LEADER’S SIGNATURE 

DATE 

HANDCART SPECIFICATIONS
1. The handcart box is made from Wormy Maple and the side bars of the yoke are made from Douglas Fir.  The handcarts should be sealed once a year with linseed oil. 
2. The handcarts where built at Martin’s Cove.

Phone: (307) 328-2953


Elder Searl was in charge of building the carts.

Cell (307) 258-4563 

3. All the screws are heavy-duty wood screws.
4. Ropes should be collected at the end of the summer, dried out and placed in plastic bags for the winter so they do not rot. 

5. The axles were purchased from: 


Farmerstown Axle Company


2618 State Road 557


Baltic, Ohio 43804-9617

Type: 1 1/8 RB axle, approximate cost is $51.00 including freight

6. The wheels were purchased from: 

Holmes Wheel Shop, Inc.


7969 County Road 189


P.O. Box 56


Holmesville, Ohio 44633


Phone: (303) 279-3605


Fax: (330) 279-3605


Type: 1 spoke, 1 48-inch bolted hub wheel


1” x 3/8” flat steel tire installed

Approximate cost of $105 each includes bearings and seals



7. The trailers were built by: 

Elder John Warren and Sister Arlene Jardine


7943 Dearborne Road


Nampa, ID 83686


Phone: (208) 467-2067


Cell: (208) 466-0496

Directions to South Valley Farms

15443 Beech Avenue

Wasco, CA  93280

(661) 391-9000

· From Bakersfield, travel northbound on Hwy 99 (go approx. 20 miles north of Bakersfield).

· Take the Hwy 46 / Wasco exit.

· After exiting the freeway, turn left (west) on Hwy 46.

· Travel west 2½ miles on Hwy 46 (toward Wasco).

· Turn left (south) on Beech Avenue.  There is a white sign on the south side of the highway that says, “South Valley Farms.”

· Go south ¾ mile on Beech and turn right into the parking lot.  The office building is in the very front.
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